
Note to SEIFT Membership 

Greetings everyone! 

As current president of the SEIFT, I sincerely hope you are all safe and healthy and enjoying summer as 

much as possible, given the issues we are facing today. Since March 2020, SEIFT has been on “pause”. 

We cancelled all our usual spring events including the Student Recognition Event, the Product 

Development and Poster Competitions and our second annual informal meet-up at the IFT summer 

meeting in Chicago.  

Despite these setbacks, we had an excellent year. The SEIFT Executive Board decided in the spring of 

2019 that our annual industry and technical meeting needed a major overhaul to be competitive with 

other sections, and that became our number one priority and focus. We were successful! Our 2020 Food 

Industry Expo and Seminar was very well attended in early February, despite terrible weather. We 

received rave reviews from the attendees, both students and suppliers, for the content and the new 

venue. Over 460 attendees participated this year versus only 320 in 2019. The Seminar entitled: Proteins 

Go Wild, featured great speakers: Dr. Roger Clemens, Dr. Maria Vellissariou, Dr. Rody Hawkins and Suzy 

Badaracco. SEIFT Immediate Past President Tamanna Ramesh completed the technical session by 

leading an interactive session designed for the student attendees entitled: Product Development 101: 

Ideation to Commercialization. We also held the First Annual SEIFT Golf Outing the day before and it too 

was very successful, with over 30 duffers enjoying the Stone Mountain course.   

The success of the Food Industry Expo was beyond expectations. As a Board, we decided to invest our 

profits by becoming for the first time, an official sponsor of the 2020 Feeding Tomorrow’s Virtual Fun 

Run and Fitness Event. Proceeds from this event fund academic scholarships for students pursuing a 

variety of degrees in the science of food. We were even highlighted in the Food Technology magazine 

for our sponsorship! 



I have other great news to share. Our SEIFT section was awarded 2020 Section of Excellence by IFT. This 

is the fifth time in the past 6 years that we have received this recognition. Our SEIFT Volunteers of the 

Year were also announced: Tamanna Ramesh, Nancy Brach Rogers, Gail Lange and Susan Mungai. In 

addition to these honors, I would like to share with you news about another SEIFT member that has 

been recently recognized by IFT. Dr. Shantrell Willis, SEIFT Director-At-Large, won the 2020 Emerging 

Leader Network Award. Congratulations Shantrell! 

The SEIFT Executive Board has been busy this summer preparing for next fall. We have decided on 

another theme for the upcoming year, entitled Food for Health, Food is Medicine. The new year will 

commence with a series of webinars.  We will be sending out a survey of proposed topics to the 

members to vote on which they are most interested in learning more about.  

My term as president of the section ends on August 31, 2020. I want to take this opportunity to thank 

the other Executive Board members who are completing their terms. Immediate Past President 

Tamanna Ramesh has served SEIFT in a leadership role for the past 3 years. We wish her continued 

success in the Midwest where she has relocated to work for the Kraft Heinz Co. I am also grateful for the 

services of our 2 Directors-At-Large who are completing their 3-year terms: Daniel Parrish (Zaxby’s) and 

Dr. Emefa Monu (Auburn University). SEIFT has benefited greatly from your leadership and insights. 

Finally, I would like to thank our Student Representatives for their efforts this past, pandemic-shortened 

year: Jelisa Thomas (Alabama A&M), Monique Terrell (Tuskegee), Ashley Garwatoski (Clemson), Jasmine 

Kataria (UGA) and Jennifer Dorick (Auburn). You represent the future of our IFT organization and we 

appreciate your willingness to volunteer 

Looking forward, our current President-Elect, Dr. Beate Lloyd, CEO of Health Strategies & Food 

Solutions, will take over as President of SEIFT for 2020 2021. Other changes include Dr. Josh Herring, 

Professor, Alabama A&M, will become President-Elect. We also have 2 new Directors-At-Large joining 



the team: Dr. John Onuh, a Post-Doctoral Research Associate from Georgia State University, and Dr. 

Martha Verghese, Professor at Alabama A&M and IFT Fellow. I would also like to introduce our new 

Student Representatives for 2020-2021: Ahmed Gomaa (Alabama A&M), Monique Terrell (Tuskegee), 

Katherine Hannah (Clemson), Zoila Chevez (Auburn) and Peter Chiarelli (UGA). 

Please join me in welcoming these dedicated and energetic volunteers to the SEIFT Executive Board. I 

feel like the Board is in good hands and the SEIFT section will continue to thrive under their leadership. 

Stay safe and healthy. 

Kirk Kealey 

President 

SEIFT 2019-2020 


